
Greetings Brethren of Toronto East District: 

As the month of St. Valentine's Day begins, let us all remember to take the time to celebrate our beloved partners 

who support us in our Masonic endeavours and enable us to pursuit our Craft and seek perfection as men, subjects, 

husbands and fathers.  Keep balance in your lives and celebrate the love and support of those around you, for 

without our loved ones, none of our endeavours would be worthy. 

Although none of our District Lodges hosted an Official Visit or Installation in January, this does not mean that our 

District was not vibrant and active in this cold winter month.  Firstly, I congratulate W. Bro. Terry Spalding-Martin 

and the brethren of Doric Lodge, who celebrated their milestone 125th Anniversary with a lovely Robert Burns 

Supper, highlighted by a colourful Address to the Haggis, given by W. Bro. Dennis Rankin and an informative 

Immortal Memory of Robert Burns, offered up by R.W. Bro. Andrew McLelland; who, interestingly enough, grew 

up across the road from the Burns Cottage in Scotland.  If you didn't get enough of the enjoyable haggis in January, I 

strongly encourage you to join me in attending the annual Burns Night celebration hosted by Markham Union 

Lodge, to be held at Markham Veteran's Hall on the evening of Saturday, February 7, 2015. 

My deepest gratitude and congratulations go out to R.W. Bro. Greg Seale and his District Long Range Planning 

Committee, including R.W. Bros. David Neave and Bruce Palanik, V.W. Bros. Edward Arlitt and Ervin Aspiras, for 

organizing a most interesting and informative Long Range Planning Syposium this past month at East Toronto 

Masonic Temple.  These distinguished brethren laboured for months, organizing this event, which I believe has 

imparted invaluable knowledge and strengthened our lodges and district.  Thank you also to the panelists, for 

contributing their experiences to this informative morning and the 40 or so brethren who spent a Saturday morning 

learning how to better their lodges.  I encourage each of you to work with these brethren and support their initiatives 

and efforts in the development and advancement of your lodge's long range plan.  It will benefit you and each of us 

as we proactively address future challenges. 

February also marks that time of year when your District Deputy Grand Master truly starts earning his enormous 

salary, with the resumption of our Official Visits.  Travelling to our various district lodges has always been an 

enjoyable experience and I encourage our younger brethren to join us in our travels, showing support and enjoying 

fellowship.  Our journey of brotherhood begins with my Official Visit to Canada Lodge on February 3rd, for what 

will be their 99th Official Visit!  Shortly thereafter, on February 5th, I look forward to visiting Alpha-Tuscan Lodge 

for their Official Visit.  Let us not forget the Official Visits the following week, to Universe Lodge and my own 

mother lodge, Birch Cliff.   Don't forget also to attend the Installation at Imperial East Gate, when my predecessor 

R.W. Bro. David Neave will be Installed as W.M. 

Brethren, in June of 2017, Freemasons worldwide will celebrate the 300th Anniversary of Modern Freemasonry. 

This will be the year that our current and incoming Junior Wardens will assuming the Chair of K.S. within our own 

District Lodges.  This month we will be organizing our new Junior Wardens Group, so I encourage all of our Junior 

Wardens to come together, participate actively and bond as a coherent and strong group of future leaders of our 

District and the Craft.  We rely on you for our future, so please participate actively in this new Wardens group.  You 

will never forget or regret this amazing Masonic experiences, friendships and lessons learned. 

The Mechanics of the Work sessions have also resumed on Saturday mornings and I urge our lodge officers to 

attend and gain valuable knowledge and practice in a forgiving, low-pressure environment.  As an added bonus, on 

February 21st, special guest R.W. Bro. Gordon Crutcher, Grand Lodge Chairman of Protocol & Etiquette will be 

attending the session. 

Ticket sales for the Toronto and York Districts Grand Master's Reception in honour of our own M.W. Donald A. 

Campbell have started strong and our district will be well-represented in support of our Grand Master.  But I just 

want to remind you that this event is being held in March and February will be the last month for district ticket sales.  

Please organize your tables, mark your calendars and get in contact with R.W. Bro. Keith Jones to purchase your 

tickets now.  Otherwise, you risk being shut out as tickets for this historic event are running out. 

Lastly brethren I was saddened this month by the sudden loss of V.W. Bro. Alex Hart from Mimosa lodge whom we 

all respected for decades of contribution to our Craft and will always remember.  However, the very foundations of 



my faith were tested this month by the immensely saddening loss of Noah Miles, the young son of Bro. Jonathan 

Miles of The Beaches Lodge.  As a parent, I personally spent a lot of time reflecting on this tragic loss as it touched 

me deeply.  But from the grief of this situation, I was ultimately moved and inspired by the courage shown by our 

brother, in eulogizing his beautiful son, reflecting on the love that this young boy enjoyed in his life and also by the 

support shown by our brethren, who were there for him in this most difficult time.  From this immensely saddening 

experience, I have learned that truly the greatest gift is love; be it brotherly love, friendship, charity or relief, and 

every day we should celebrate all those in our lives whom we love and who love and support us. 

May he whose love knows no bounds watch over each of us in our travels. 

Fraternally, 

R.W. Bro. Peter J. Sialtsis,  

District Deputy Grand Master,  

Toronto East District 

 

 

 

 


